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PREFACE 

 

Pursuing the philosophy from the very beginning - “Providing professional legal services 

to meet the requirements of domestic and international customers, contributing to the 

development of the country and promoting the development of judicial system and 

justice”, in 2018, besides the business services delivered to corporate clients, 

NHQuang&Associates continued the engagement in legal studies, policy advocacy, 

professional seminars and other activities supporting community development. All these 

activities have brought the firm an impressive year 2018 with such numbers as: 

  

Legal workshops and seminars

Legal analyses and commentaries

Writings on legal issues public on national newspapers & journals 

Interviews & discussions on legal channels

Legal researches

International writings

Legal newsletters

International Accredited Mediators 

Dispute Settlement Star of Vietnam International Arbitration Center 
(VIAC)

Communication and Event Star of Vietnam International Arbitration Center 
(VIAC)

Insolvency Administrators
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RESEARCH 

1. From the middle of 2017, as a Consultant of the International Finance Organization 

(IFC) under the World Bank Group, NHQuang&Associates (NHQuang) drafted and 

finalized the Code of Conduct for Insolvency Administrators and Asset Management 

Enterprises; and supported the World Bank’s expert team to disseminate the Code 

of Conduct to relevant stakeholders.  

In the same duration, under the management by the team leader, Mr. Nguyen Hung 

Quang, the managing partner, NHQuang team assisted and consulted relevant state 

agencies in implementing the Law on Bankruptcy in Viet Nam through evaluation 

activities, trainings and analysis of practical and legal factors that are troublesome 

to the implementation of Law on Bankruptcy 2014. Two partners including Nguyen 

Hung Quang and Phung Quang Cuong have obtained the Insolvency Administrator 

Practicing Certificate. 

2. In June 2018, on behalf of the World Bank’s Research team, Mr. Nguyen Hung 

Quang presented the Systemic Investment Response Mechanism (SIRM) proposed 

in the New Generation Attraction strategy for foreign investment recommended by 

World Bank to Viet Nam. SIRM is a mechanism for monitoring and early warning to 

identify and address investors’ recommendations/problems arising from the 

Government’s investment management. NHQuang&Associates has been engaged in 

study of this Strategy with World Bank since 2017. Up to present, Nguyen Hung 

Quang still pursues monitoring and guiding the SIRM Task Force as a World Bank 

expert. 

 

3. In August 2018 officially released the 2018 Administrative Procedure 

Cost Index Report (APCI Report 2018). Within the project initiated by the Advisory 

Council on Reforming Administrative Procedures, NHQuang lawyers conducted study 

and surveys over enterprises subject to administrative procedure implementation 

(by direct interviews), and carried out in-depth analysis to provide assessments, 

recommendations and advices for future administrative procedure reform solutions.  

 

APCI Report 2018 has marked 02 years of the Government’s governance with the 

determination to improve the business environment for enhancing Viet Nam’s 

position in the international arena as well as to promote domestic investment and 

better attract foreign investment. This report is considered the basic data for 

assessing effectiveness of administrative procedure reform efforts by groups of 

procedures and by regions in the following years. In addition, the report is also 

considered an indicator for central state agencies to continue the methods for 

controlling administrative procedures and reducing the compliance cost burden for 

enterprises. Resolution No. 02/2019 of the Government has raised the 

implementation of APCI Report as a regular activity of the competent agencies.  

 



  

 

 

  

 

 

Typical policy researches of NHQuang&Associates in 2018  



LEGAL WORKSHOP & SEMINAR 

In 2018, NHQuang team proactively delivered several results of the firm’s researches, 

discourses and legal judgments at various legal workshops and seminars in many 

provinces. The following are some typical presentations taken out from the firm’s 

continuous activities commencing from March: 

March: "Report of Policy impact assessment related to asset registration", presented at 

the Workshop "Practical issues about asset registration and major impacts upon changes 

of the law on asset registration in Vietnam" organized by the Ministry of Justice and GIG 

- United States Agency for International Development (USAID). 

April: Presentation at the Workshop of “Criminal liability of commercial legal entities 

under Criminal Code 2015” organized by Vietnam Business Lawyers Club (VBLC) and 

Judicial Academy in Ha Noi. 

May: Presentation at the Workshop “Practice and solutions to Improve efficiency of civil 

judgment enforcement in Viet Nam” in Ho Chi Minh City (May 2018) and in Ha Noi (early 

June 2018) held by Ministry of Justice in collaboration with the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). 

June: “International experience in preventing and minimizing grievances and disputes – 

Systematic response mechanism for investors”, delivered at Workshop “Preventing and 

Minimizing International Investor Grievances and Disputes” in Ho Chi Minh City.  

July: Meeting and discussion with the delegation from Sri Lanka Government within 

GIZ’s SME Sector Development program provided to Sri Lanka Government under 

National SME Policy Framework. 

August: "Effectiveness of dispute settlement at Courts and Economic Growth", 

presented at the Seminar "Business environment and commercial mediation: from 

perspective of dispute settlement at Courts" organized in Da Nang by the Supreme 

People's Court in cooperation with GIG Project Office.  

October: Series of presentations and instructions regarding the “Guidelines for policy 

impact assessment” complied for the Ministry of Justice. This document is considered a 

useful handbook for government officials and agencies in policy and law formulation. 

Since 2016, NHQuang lawyers have delivered trainings on the use of this document for 

government officials and agencies. 

December: Comment on “Report of Legal aid in Southeast Asia” at AICHR Forum on 

Access to Justice organized by Thailand AICHR with the support of PROSPECT ASEAN-

USAID and Department of Protection of Rights and Freedom of the Ministry of Justice of 

Thailand. 
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Organization and Community development 

1. Team development 

2018 was the first year that the Center for Effective Dispute Resolution (CEDR) - a 

worldwide prestigious mediation organization located in London, United Kingdom - 

organized mediator training courses in Viet Nam. Aiming to promote the capacity 

for international commercial dispute settlement through mediation, NHQuang sent 

3 lawyers to attend the courses in both Ha Noi and Ho Chi Minh City, and the three 

lawyers including Nguyen Hung Quang, Phung Quang Cuong and Tran Thanh Huyen 

all successfully completed the course with official accreditation by CEDR.  

 

2. In-house training 

From its very early establishment, NHQuang has developed and maintained in-

house training as one of the firm’s traditions. At the beginning of 2018, the 

program on “Merger & Acquisition” was initiated as the key training topic for 

lawyers, with several minor presentations made weekly, involving the 

engagement of all lawyers and associates. “Contract Law” was then launched in 

October, and it remains the key problem for 2019 training series with discussions 

and sharing about theory and practical experience from all NHQuang lawyers in 

relevant field. This program focuses on 4 major topics including: (i) Contract 

interpretation, (ii) Liability in commercial contracts, (iii) Force Majeure and Terms 

of Contract adjustment when circumstances change (Hardship), and (iv) Contract 

drafting skills. 

 

3. Support for students and graduates 

For the past years, NHQuang has been offering internship opportunities to students 

in order to help them be acquainted with the working environment of lawyers and 

better understand the legal profession and supporting them in future career 

orientation. In 2018, in addition to several Vietnamese students, NHQuang received 

02 postgraduate students from Australia and the United States. These fellows have 

shared with NHQuang some useful information on legal practices of France, 

Australia and the United States in contracts, asset registration management, 

foreign investment attraction, etc.  



  

ARTICLE AND WRITING  

 

 

 

  Article by Nguyen Hung Quang and 

Professor Pip Nicholson - Principal of Law 

School - University of Melbourne: 

Independence, impartiality and 

integrity of the judiciary in Vietnam 

in  

Asia-Pacific Judiciaries: Independence, 

Impartiality and Integrity - University of 

Cambridge Publisher 

 

Article by Nguyen Hung Quang 

and Professor John Gillespie 

(Monash University):  Between 

authoritarian governance and 

urban citizenship: Tree-felling 

protests in Hanoi 

on Urban Studies 

 



In 2018, besides the continual focus on the writings’ depth and comprehensiveness, 

NHQuang’s Legal Newsletters also experienced some innovations in its appearance. 

Thanks to the efforts of the editorial team, with vigorous engagement of such young 

lawyers as Nguyen Thuy Duong, Vu Thi Dieu Thao, Le Mai Phuong, Do Khac Tat Hung, 

Le Hai Linh and many others, the newsletter has received increasingly appreciation for 

the quality of articles and the usefulness of legal information and legal analysis, and also 

attracted press media’s interest. It is now periodically published on monthly legal 

column of the Business Forum Newspaper (Enternews). 

In the past year, NHQuang lawyers also shared lots of their commentaries and opinions 

about legal issues that attracted much interest and debate through various channels 

such as Business and Law Program of VTV2, Business Forum, ANTV, Saigon Times, Tia 

Sang Journal, etc. 2018 also marked the breakthrough of the firm’s young lawyers with 

several highly appreciated writings on academic journals. The following are some typical 

articles by our lawyers: 

 Addressing particular attention to the development of business and investment 

environment in Viet Nam and the management role of Vietnamese state agencies 

in this area, Mr. Nguyen Tien Lap, the Senior Executive partner, published several 

articles on the Saigon Times with diverse topics including: “Concerns about the 

Draft of the Law on Special Economic Zones”, “FDI and the current economy”, etc. 

 Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang, CEDR Accredited Mediator, analyzed the pros and cons 

of the method of dispute settlement outside the Court in “Court - the fulcrum for 

mediation outside the Court”.   

 Having witnessed the plunge of most cryptocurrencies since the end of 2017, 

especially the Bitcoin-related case in 2018, and being concerned about necessary 

management policies of Viet Nam, Nguyen Thuy Duong shared her worry in the 

article “Policy Reaction in the 4.0 Technology Revolution: From perspective of 

cryptocurrency” on Tia Sang Journal.  

 A series of research on smart contracts by Vu Thi Dieu Thao, a very young lawyer, 

was chosen to be published on Tia Sang Journal with 02 articles: “Smart Contract: 

jump into the fictional world” and “Negotiating with codes: Smart Contracts and 

legal issues left open”. 

 Nguyen Dieu Anh, another young lawyer, made her own mark on the Saigon Times 

with the article “New shareholders and the right to participate in corporate 

management” - stemming from concerns about an incident related to the 

involvement of the foreign shareholder in company management at Sabeco after 

buying shares of this company. 

 


