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PREFACE  

In 2019 – the year of setting the milestone of 15-year-development, NHQuang&Associates 

has continuously provided the clients with high-quality legal services and gained increasing 

trust from our clients and partners. In addition, we have also consistently promoted our 

strength in academic activities, researches, policy advocacy, and sharing of legal knowledge, 

aiming to contribute to the development of Vietnamese laws and society. This year is one year 

of impression, which is depicted by some figures below: 

 

  

Legal workshops and seminars

Legal analyses and commentaries

Legal writings on national newspapers & journals

Interviews & discussions on legal channels

Legal researches

International writing

Legal blog for academic works

Monthly Legal newsletters

Academic training sessions with law student groups

Mediators of Vietnam International Commercial Mediation Center (VICMC)
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RESEARCHING ACTIVITIES 

1. Since 2017 hitherto, as a consultant of the International Finance Corporation (IFC) of the 
World Bank Group (WBG), Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang has worked with the taskforce team of 
the Systematic Investment Response Mechanism (SIRM taskforce) and WBG's international 
experts to introduce and promote the operation of the SIRM to foreign-invested enterprises 
in Viet Nam. SIRM is an early warning and tracking mechanism to identify and resolve 
grievances that arise from Government conducts. This mechanism was piloted in Viet Nam 
under the name “the Fast Track Investment Problem Solving Pilot Project”. In 2019, this 
pilot project has received and resolved grievances for a number of foreign investors, 
minimizing the possibility of grievances escalating into international disputes between 
foreign investors and the Vietnamese Government. 

 
2. Following the success of the Report on Administrative Procedure Compliance Cost Index 

2018 (APCI 2018), NHQuang&Associates' lawyers continue to be selected to become the 
experts in charge of implementing this Report. Specifically, experts have participated in on-
desk research, conducted surveys of enterprises that carry out administrative procedures 
(by direct interview), undertaken in-depth analysis, and provided comments as well as 
recommendations for solutions to reform administrative procedures in the future. This 
Report is considered as an indicator for central agencies to continue improving measures 
of administrative control and reducing the burden of compliance costs for enterprises. 

 
3. In addition to domestic studies, in 2019, Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang is also invited to 

participate in a research project on trust in common law hosted by the Melbourne Law 
School of the Melbourne University in Australia. Participating in this project, there were 18 
trust experts from the leading universities of nations and territories in the Asia-Pacific 
region. The research "How trust survives in Viet Nam" by Mr. Quang and Ms. Nguyen Thuy 
Duong focuses on the existence of the trust model in the Vietnamese legal system and 
provides some recommendations as well as the answer to the question that whether 
Vietnamese legal system needs trust provisions or not. 
 



  

The report is funded by the United Nations 
Development Program in Viet Nam (UNDP). 
This Report focuses on researching and 
surveying good practices in court 
procedures. 

 

The paper "How trust survives in Viet Nam" by 
Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang and Ms. Nguyen Thuy 
Duong was presented at the "Asia-Pacific 
Trusts Law Conference" hosted by the 
Melbourne Law School of Melbourne University 
in Australia. 

 

Some remarkable researches of NHQuang&Associates in 2019 



ACADEMIC COLLOQUIUMS  

During the year 2019, NHQuang&Associates lawyers have kept sharing and contributing our 
professional opinions towards the development of a better legal environment. The following are 
some typical activities of the year:  

January: Meeting with Deputy Minister of Justice of Laos PDR and delegates from Laos’ Ministry of 
Justice in their visit and working session with the Ministry of Justice of Viet Nam to introduce the 
Contract Enforcing Index and Bankruptcy Index of business environment in Viet Nam. 

February: Presenting at the Workshop for commenting the Draft Law on amening and 
supplementing some articles of the Law on Investment and Law on Enterprises organized by the 
Government Office and the MPI. 

March: Hosting the Seminar on “Guiding the payment of personal income tax for individuals doing 
business earning incomes from abroad” to provide guidance of the declaration and payment of PIT 
for people doing internet-based business (Money Making Online-MMO) and facilitate business 
individuals, tax administration representatives and lawyers to discuss topic-related issues. 

April: Presenting on “Comments on the Draft Law on Court-annexed Mediation and Dialogue at the 
Court from the perspective of commercial business dispute resolution” at the International 
Conference on “Project of Law on Court-annexed Mediation, Dialogue at Court” organized by the 
Supreme People's Court. 

Commenting on the procedure of precedent selection in Resolution No. 03/2015/NQ-HDTP on 
precedents and recommendations. Many of our recommendations are recognized in Resolution No. 
04/2019/NQ-HDTP on the procedure for selecting, publishing and applying precedents. 

Presenting on “Household businesses and respect for market diversity” at VCCI’s Seminar of 
“Studying the legal framework for household businesses under the Law on Enterprise”. 

 July: Presenting on “Developing and perfecting national databases on assets for economic 
development in the current period and towards the digital era” at the “Workshop on assessing 
problems and inadequacies of the law on ownership and other rights to assets” by the MOJ 
(Department of Economic-Civil Legislation) in Ho Chi Minh City and Da Nang. 

Delivering speech on “Reforming Bankruptcy Law in Viet Nam” at the Workshop on Private Trustees 
held in Thailand as a bankruptcy expert of the WBG. 

 September: Commenting at the Workshop “Draft of Labor Code (amended): Adverse impacts and 
recommendations” organized by CIEM. 

 November: Delivering lectures at the training course on “Enhancing capacity for preventing 
disputes between investors and the state” organized by MPI in collaboration with the WBG for state 
officials in the northern region. 

Presenting on “Law on Enterprise - typical lesson for law formulation in Viet Nam” at the Conference 
“20 years of Law on Enterprise: Achievements, lessons and reform requirements” held in Ha Noi by 
CIEM. 

December: Engaging in running the seminar on “Improving competitiveness of the private sector” 
organized by MPI in collaboration with USAID. 

Introducing the study report “How trust survives in Viet Nam” at Asia-Pacific Trusts Law Conference 
at Law School, University of Melbourne. 
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CORPORATE & SOCIAL IMPROVEMENT  

Individual development 

Ø In the early 2019, Ms. Tran Thi Thanh Huyen - partner of NHQuang&Associates, was sent 
to Australia for an academic exchange program with Monash University and Melbourne 
University. Ms. Huyen conducted a study at Asian Practicing Group of Business and 
Taxation Faculty, Monash University, which focused on “Protection of minority 
shareholders in Vietnamese laws”. Professor John Gillespie was her direct supervisor. 

Ø For the purpose of developing Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), NHQuang&Associates 
lawyers have joined and obtained Mediator Certificates by Vietnam International 
Commercial Mediation Center (VICMC). This is the first commercial mediation center in 
Viet Nam licensed by the Ministry of Justice under Decree No. 22/2017/ND-CP on 
commercial mediation. Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang was appointed as the President of VICMC. 
3 other lawyers of NHQuang&Associates are also VICMC mediators including Mr. Nguyen 
Tien Lap, Ms. Tran Thi Thanh Huyen and Mr. Phung Quang Cuong. Accompanying with 
VICMC, NHQuang&Associates lawyers have participated in mediation training for lawyers, 
and lecturers in Ha Noi (August) and Ho Chi Minh City (October).  

Ø In 2019, the Partners of NHQuang&Associates have reached the consensus on promoting 
Mr. Nguyen Van Thuy and Ms. Nguyen Thuy Duong to the Senior Associate. The 2 lawyers 
have qualified for the position in terms of academic proficiency, experience, and 
achievements in legal practice. 4 other associates also met the criteria to become official 
lawyers and tax consultant of NHQuang&Associates. By the end of 2019, the firm has 
totally of 15 legal practitioners and 12 professional assistants.  

   

1. In-house training  

Ø Following 4 major topics in 2018 on Drafting contracts, this year, the in-house training 
series on Contract continues with the major contents related to some typical and main 
contractual clauses and provisions such as interest rate, hardship clause; void and 
voidable contract institution. The training sessions have helped to bring the participants 
a more comprehensive and profound overlook of extremely practical legal issues in their 
practice.  

 
2. Support for students and graduates 

Ø In the spirit of sharing, inspiring and paving the way for the young generation in the legal 
profession, lawyers of NHQuang&Associates have always actively involved in seminars 
and talks with law students. In late September 2019, at Vietnam National Convention 
Center, Mr. Nguyen Tien Lap inspired 2,000 freshmen of Ha Noi Law University in the talk 
of the university with newcomers. Besides, lawyers of the firm never hesitate in sharing 
their practicing skills, such as sharing on dispute resolution by mediation with Globalized 
Era Scholarship (GES) students in Ho Chi Minh City (April) and in Hanoi (November); 
sharing research methodology by Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang with law students in the 



seminar “Scientific research methodology for students” held by Law Research Club, Ha 
Noi Law University (November); or teaching about consulting and litigation skills for 
lawyers by Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang and Mr. Phung Quang Cuong in the program of 
supporting law students of Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam (September and December).  

Ø On June 8, 2019, Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang has participated in the jury of the preliminary 
hearing of the contest of the presumptive trial related to International Law on Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI Moot) co-organized by the Vietnam Society of International Law 
(VSIL) and Hanoi Law University (HLU).  

Ø Lawyers of NHQuang&Associates also have participated in training students of the Law 
Faculty – the Foreign Trade University and the School of Law – the Vietnam National 
University, Hanoi to participate in Mediation Moot competition in Singapore (September). 
This team has won high prizes. 

Ø In several years, in addition to the role of sponsor for the GES, NHQuang&Associates also 
keeps providing support and guidance for GES students in career orientation, knowledge 
and skill improvement. This year, the Senior Associate – Ms. Nguyen Thuy Duong is the 
mentor who directly guides the excellent law students selected from law schools in Ha 
Noi. 



PUBLICATIONS AND LEGAL RESEARCHES 

In 2019, 12 Legal Newsletters of NHQuang&Associates continued to focus on the quality of 
articles and innovation in appearance. With the efforts of the editing team, the Legal Newsletters 
are increasingly appreciated by the knowledge given and usefulness of legal information and the 
contents of legal analysis. With the participation of young lawyers such as Ms. Vu Thi Dieu Thao, 
Ms. Le Mai Phuong, Ms. Le Hai Linh, Ms. Tran Thi My Hiep, Ms. Nguyen Thi Kim Chau and many 
other young writers, the Legal Newsletters have also attracted the concern of the press, and 
cited on various newspapers on business/advocacy. 

Over the last year, NHQuang&Associates' lawyers have continued to write articles on legal issues 
which attracted a lot of interest and debate, and also continued to cooperate with a number of 
legal programs of the television channels, magazines such as VTV3 Morning Coffee Program, VTV 
Online Program “Conflict between Residents and Investors, when would it end?”, VTV2 Program 
“Business and Law”, An ninh TV, etc. 2019 is also a breakthrough year for NHQuang’s young 
lawyers, along with the articles of experienced lawyers, young writers have also actively 
participated in writing legal articles on many academic journals, such as: 

Ø Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang analyzes the impact of regulatory compliance costs on economic 
development, the right of citizens to economic freedom and recommendations of Mr. 
Quang to reduce the regulatory compliance costs in the article "To reduce regulatory 
compliance costs: Adding new regulations must go hand in hand with removing the old 
ones" published in the Saigon Times. 

Ø Concerned about the Draft Law on Court-annexed Mediation and Dialogue, Mr. Nguyen 
Hung Quang has made a number of recommendations for this Draft through the article 
"Does Court-annexed Mediation promote the settlement of commercial disputes before 
the trials?” published in the Saigon Times. 

Ø Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang shares his views on grievances and hindrances of foreign 
investors in listing on the stock market with the article "Hindrances preventing FIEs from 
listing on stock market" in the Vietnam Investment Review. 

Ø Looking back on 30 years of FDI in Vietnam, Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang has assessed the 
achievements of Vietnam in the field of FDI and made recommendations for FDI in Viet 
Nam to be more effective in the article “Building the mechanism for sturdy FDI efficiency” 
published on the Vietnam Investment Review. 

Ø Mr. Nguyen Hung Quang analyzes the period of 20 years in developing and enforcing the 
Law on Enterprise since its first promulgation in Viet Nam and recommends on law-making 
and law enforcement in Viet Nam in the article "Two decades of historical admin reform 
for business operations" published on the Vietnam Investment Review. 

Ø Mr. Nguyen Tien Lap shares with the Business Forum his point of view on the nature of 
public-private partnership (PPP) and concerns about the Project of Law on Public-Private 
Partnership in the interview "Nature of PPP". 



Ø From the recent environmental incidents such as the fire at Rang Dong factory, the 
polluted water of the Da River, Mr. Nguyen Tien Lap points out 5 major environmental 
issues that Ha Noi is facing through the article "Questions from the Da River dirty water 
incident" published on the Vietnamnet Newspaper. 

Ø Mrs. Tran Thi Thanh Huyen analyzes the difficulties and grievances of foreign investors 
when transferring capital in state-owned enterprises, commenting some FDI-related 
drafts such as the Law on Securities and the Law on Investment to increase FDI attraction 
to Vietnam through the article "New policy can change owner limit approach” published 
in Vietnam Investment Review. 

Ø Ms. Vu Thi Dieu Thao shares her advices to Vietnamese startups to overcome legal barriers 
when entering the international playground in the article "What do startups need to 
prepare in the field of legal issue when integrating?" published on Tia sang Magazine. 

Ø Based on the story of Asanzo, Ms. Vu Thi Dieu Thao provided an analysis of Vietnamese 
laws and bilateral and multilateral free trade agreements (FTAs) between Vietnam and 
other countries, making recommendations for enterprises to take advantage of tax 
incentives and avoid violating the rules of origin of goods in her article "What should 
enterprises do to not lose their rights with the rules of origin?" published on the Science 
and Development Newspaper. 

Ø Ms. Le Mai Phuong shares her view relating to the Official Dispatch 2501/TCT-CS of the 
General Department of Taxation guidance on deduction of input value-added tax in the 
case when Vietnamese enterprises use advertising services of Facebook, Google, 
YouTube. Her point of view is detailed in the article "Advertising on Facebook, Google, 
YouTube: Enterprises must pay tax on the contractors’ behalf", published in the Saigon 
Times.  



LAUNCHING THE LEGAL BLOG - VNLAWFIND  
 

 

 
 
For the purpose of introducing the studies, writings, speeches, and presentations at internal 

seminars and workshops (“works”) of NHQuang&Associates to persons who are interested in the 

development of jurisprudence, policy establishment in Viet Nam, as well as marking the milestone 

of 15-year-establishment and development of NHQuang&Associates, in early November 2019, 

the VnLawFind blog was officially published. This Blog is purely pro bono work by lawyers and 

other members of NHQuang&Associates. Some works posted on VnLawFind are consulted by 

lawmakers in the process of researching and developing legal policies. Currently, the total 

number of works on VnLawfind is 120, of which the number of works in Vietnamese is 108 and 

12 works in English. The other works are being updated. 

 

For reference, please visit: https://vnlawfind.com.vn/ 



 

Several noticeable of NHQuang&Associates published VnLawFind: 

 

 

 
 

The Report on Impact Assessment of the 
Proposal on developing the Law on 
Amending and Supplementing a number 
of articles of the Labor Code was published 
during the policy formulation process for the 
Draft of Labor Code (Amendment), by Mr. 
Nguyen Hung Quang and Mr. Le Duy Binh 
(Economica). The content of the Report 
focuses on analyzing a number of major 
policies in the policies amending the Labor 
Code 2012 by the method of policy impact 
assessment, thereby determining the 
appropriate directions for the completion of the 
system of labor laws in Vietnam. 

 

Presentation on "Some comments on the 
Draft of Amending the Investment Law 
and the Enterprise Law" presented by Mr. 
Nguyen Hung Quang at the Workshop on 
collecting comments about the Draft on 
amending the Law on Investment and the 
Law on Enterprise with 2 main parts: (i) 
General comments on the main issues for 
this Draft; and (ii) Detailed comments on 
each article of the Draft. 

 


